
Saint Edward Pastoral Council Minutes 

January 24, 2019 

6:30 PM 

Members Present:  Father Walter, Deacon Ray Ambrosius, Deacon Jeff Hofacker, Kevin Flood, 

Tim Lamers, Sarah Van Camp, Jane Varick, Mic Vomastic 

Members Not Present: Steve Cove, Lorna Pengrazi, Rita Peters 

Guests: Alyssa Fassbender, Mark Lang 

Opening Prayer- from book “The Biggest Lie in the History of Christianity” led by Tim Lamers 

Mic read the minutes from the October 25, 2018 meeting. Kevin Flood moved to approve the minutes, Deacon Ray 

seconded the motion. Motion carried.                                                                                                                                                      

Jane read the minutes from the joint meeting of Finance Council/Pastoral Council from November 29, 2018. These will 

be approved at the next joint meeting. 

Holy Moments -- Is the Parish getting involved? – Jane reported that there have been several Holy Moments in the past 

2 bulletins and that she has several more for the next 2 bulletins.  They have been powerful Moments. Hopefully they 

will keep coming. 

Luke Spehar concert review by Alyssa Fassbender—Alyssa explained how the concert came about. They thought the 

concert went well and were pleased with the attendance, estimated as between 200 & 300. She said that the parish was 

very supportive and helpful in promoting the concert and in making needed arrangements.  She was particularly grateful 

for the help from Pat Coonen.  When asked about future concerts by Luke Spehar, she said this was possible.  Asked 

about financial arrangements, she explained how his concerts are usually handled, with him charging $3000, with 

reductions to this fee depending on number in attendance.  A basket is usually passed around for donations.  The 

Fassbenders had donated the fees for this concert.                                                                                                                                          

The process of selecting the parish / Welcoming process to the Parish review by Alyssa Fassbender—Alyssa explained 

how they selected Saint Edward parish and that parishioners were welcoming to her and her family.  She agreed that a 

specific welcoming person or committee would have also been helpful.   

Time, Talent, and Treasure discussion by Mark Lang—Mark passed out copies of a survey that he has been asking 

parishioners to complete, listing ways that the parishioner could help the parish and asking the questions:                         

1. What can we do to make our parish better and to meet the need of the parishioners.                                                           

2. Did you ever think about leaving a small portion of your estate to the parish when you die? 

 

Pastor’s Report, January 24, 2019 
1. Worship 

a. December altar server of the month: Randi Jo Hofacker 

b. Awesome Masses for Christmas time 

2. Education 

a. Catholic Schools week begins Sunday 

b. Celia composed job description for NE k-5 coordinator. The job opening will appear in St. Edward 

bulletin Sunday and in St. Nicholas bulletin Feb. 2 



c. I wrote a job description for the coordinator of the Saint Josephine Bakhita academy 

d. Saint Francis Xavier student service hours, no requests have been received 

3. Living Justice 

a. Bowl for Life was last Saturday 

b. Knights of Columbus 

c. Veritas Society  Terry & Carole Bergman are involved with this Pro Life Society. 

4. Stewardship/finance 

a. Bishop’s Appeal 

i. Kick-off Feb. 2-3 

ii. Goal, $36,407 (last year’s goal was $36,819), Our goal to complete by March 17 

iii. Puzzle and “thermometer” will be used 

iv. Personal witness from Crozier Society members?  Jane volunteered to give a witness talk. 

b. Attain a generosity level that each family contributes 2.5% of household income to Saint Edward. 

(1/40 of income; or roughly the first hour of a 40-hour work week) Mission Insight figures show 

2016 average household income within Saint Edward parish boundaries was $90,544. A giving rate 

of 2.5% would yield $2,263 per year. Multiplied by 527 registered households would yield 

$1,192,601. For this year (2017-2018) we budgeted $313,700. This is about 26% of the goal, just 

over 15 minutes per week 

c. Does someone want to be our Mission Insight operator? Father suggested that Deacon Ray would 

be a good fit for this. 

5. Holy, Engaged, Alive 

a. Teach my people to pray Holy Hour: Friday, February 15, after the 8:15am Mass 

b. I will attend spiritual theology for priests at USML Feb 18-28 
 

Stewardship Fair:  Since the dates of May 4/5, that we had previously discussed, would not work well because 

of a wedding, we discussed:                                                                                                                                                         

A.  changing dates to another May weekend                                                                                                                            

B.  or to a weekend in September, which is the diocesan Stewardship month.                                                           

C. to just put a flyer in the bulletin asking parishioners if there are areas where they may be willing to help.                                                                                                                                              

D. To do it on 4 weekends in September, breaking it down to smaller related groups each weekend.                     

It was decided to go with option D in September on 4 weekends. 

Sarah Van Camp suggested the Pastoral Council help to put on an Appreciation Dinner for anyone who has 

helped at the parish (tractor pull, fish fries, Harvest Moon, etc.) during the past year.  She suggested having a 

chili or spaghetti supper on a Saturday evening in February after the 5:30 Mass. She will notify us of future 

plans. 

Mic reported on plans to meet with a representative from St. John the Baptist parish in Howard to learn 

more about the process for implementing the Parish Mission Plan.   This will be on Tuesday, January 29 at 

6:30am.  Tim Lamers and Jane Varick will go with her. 

Closing prayer: A Disciple's Prayer led by Tim Lamers 

Respectfully Submitted,   

Jane Varick 

 



 


